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What was the best thing about the program to you?  Why?

“Having an opportunity to meet and spend time with other people with similar interests. Now I know more about what other people are doing, how they are doing it; I was able ti learn from them and also come up with ideas about how we can apply what we have learnt.”
“The opportunity to learn from great trainers who are experts in their fields and to be able to network and share ideas and discussions with other members of the community with an interest in the Burma course.”
What session will be the most useful to you in your advocacy for Burma? Why?

“Louise Williams. Her guidelines were short and practical. She gave us list of people we could contact.”
“Lobbying the Australian Government and media training. They provide real-life strategies and very detailed about what the industries interests are and how we can approach them to speak our messages out.”
“Sam and Sarah session is I think because it is important to know and understand what to go where? They clearly address that how effective lobby can be done.”
“The session with Sam Maresh. Because we are in the process of engaging the local, state to federal politicians for Burma issue. Learnt valuable lesson and can now know the reasons why we failed before.”
“Overall all the sessions are very useful which could be utilised it in my advocacy. Particularly, with Sam’s session that tell me have target the right issue to the right person which is effective.”
“UN procedure and Burma context is most useful for me. Because it taught us the except procedure of UN agencies and members’ influences. My next step to advocate has learn; …many ways … info and interest from UN members and I’ll work forward.”
“Sarah Pritchard” learned more about the different organs of the UN, how they work and how we can use them. Now I feel better equipped to be able to establish contact with the bodies. I know more about what sort of information is useful and how to enagage with them.”
“I think Sam Maresh’s lecturers were most useful for us because he explained every detail about Australian government and to develop our lobbying skills. He also gave us some specific information about how to deal with Government officials in Australia.”
Do have a plan to share what you have learned in this training with others in your community or your organisation?  Can you give any details?

“I have plan to share with other Burmese in community about the training course. Details of the training course will be shared with others in the community.”
“Yes definitely, The program last encouraged me to estabhlish links with Burmese community organisations and this years program has equipped me with better skills and confidence to try and set up projects which can make a meaningful contribution to the Burma cause (assist organisations making submissions to CEDAW committee and media articles).”
What will you tell people about your experience when you go home?
“This is a very good privilege to have people from all sort of background which have the same vision to rebuild Burma into democracy country. The topics are useful.”
“We have good training sessions, good meals, good fellowship, good place to stay, good management and comfortable classrooms.”
“Surpassed all my expectations, really enjoyed it and learned a great deal. I think Law students should be encouraged to participate in a program like this.”
“I will tell others about the practical skills that we gained and the fantastic trainers that we had access to. The Burmese Community needs to build stronger ties with the general community in Australia and to raise awareness generally and we need to use advocacy skills to do so.”
